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Eng 3700 | Fall 2016  
Early American Literature 
 
Prof. Angela Vietto 
3345 Coleman 
Text/cell: 217-549-3203 (9 am to 9 pm) 
arvietto@eiu.edu	
Office hours: 
M 11-12:30, 2-3; T 10:30-12; WF 11-
12:30; and by appointment 
	
 
 
How different were early Americans from Americans today? In this class we will explore the lives of early 
Americans through fiction and memoirs, and we will ask whether, how, and how much Americans' ideas 
about social identity, cultural identity, gender identity, racial identity, social justice and law have changed 
over the centuries.  
 
Our learning objectives include those common to all advanced English classes and those specific to this 
course. In successfully completing the course, you should be able to do the following:  
• describe a nuanced understanding of early American culture, especially literary culture, using 
examples from your reading appropriately to support your description 
• articulate your understanding of the relationship between memoir and fictional accounts of life at 
a particular point in history 
• describe the role of both memoir and fiction in early American literary culture 
• enhance and refine your writing skills 
• enhance and refine your critical reading skills 
• enhance and refine your speaking skills 
• work on refining your essay writing skills for literary study 
 
Textbooks from TRS  
 
Brown, Arthur Mervyn 
Manvill, Lucinda, or the Mountain Mourner 
Mulford, ed., Early American Writings 
Mulford, ed., The Power of Sympathy and The Coquette 
 
 
Additional readings will be distributed in class and in D2L. 
 
Students with disabilities—If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic 
accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
 
Attendance/Participation—Regularly attending class, listening actively, and participating in meaningful 
discussions are all vital to success in English classes. Thus the importance of your attendance and 
participation is recognized through the portion of the grade devoted to participation. You may miss three 
days (call those “personal days”) without penalty; in addition, properly verified absences as a result of 
illness or emergency will not be penalized. 
 
Cell Phones—Again, let’s discuss how a cell phone policy can best support your learning. 
 
English Teacher Education Majors—Students seeking Teacher Certification in English Language Arts 
should provide each of their English Department professors with a copy of the yellow "Application for 
English Department Approval to Student Teach" before the end of the semester. These forms are 
available in a rack outside the office of Dr. Donna Binns (CH 3851). 
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The Student Success Center—Students who are having difficulty achieving their academic goals are 
encouraged to contact the Student Success Center (http://www.eiu.edu/~success) for assistance with time 
management, test taking, note taking, avoiding procrastination, setting goals, and other skills to support 
academic achievement. The Student Success Center provides individualized consultations. To make an 
appointment, call 217-581-6696, or go to 9th Street Hall, Room 1302. 
Academic Integrity—Students are expected to maintain principles of academic integrity and conduct as 
defined in EIU’s Code of Conduct (http://www.eiu.edu/judicial/studentconductcode.php). Violations will be 
reported to the Office of Student Standards.  
The English Department Statement on Plagiarism—Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism—
“The appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author, and 
representation of them as one’s own original work” (Random House Dictionary of the English 
Language)—has the right and responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up 
to and including immediate assignments of a grade of F for the assigned essay and a grade of F for the 
course, and to report the incident to the Office of Student Standards. Respect for the work of others 
should encompass all formats, including print, electronic, and oral sources. 
 
The Electronic Writing Portfolio—Any written project of 750 words or longer (excluding fiction or 
poetry) written for this class would be suitable for submission to the EWP. Submissions must be made by 
the last day of finals week at the end of the semester.  Earlier deadlines apply for graduating seniors. 
 
 
 
Grading and Major Assignments* 
 
 Final Grading Scale 
Attendance/participation 15%  A 90-100% 
Homework/short writings/quizzes 10%  B 80-89.99% 
Illustrated Time Line 15%  C 70-79.99% 
Essay 1: Memoir 15%  D 60-69.99% 
Essay 2: Integrative project 15%  F 59.99% and below 
Essay 3: Fiction 15%    
Final exam  15%    
 
Virtually all written work will be submitted in D2L.  
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Schedule	
Readings are due on the date listed. Short writings will be announced/assigned in class and on D2L. 	
M Aug 22 Introductions 
 
W Aug 24 Intro continued: Begin Memoir Unit 
 
F Aug 26 Pierre-Esprit Radisson, excerpt from Relation of My Voyage in EAL pp. 124-139 
 
M Aug 29 Columbus, from The Diario of the First Voyage, in EAL pp. 29-31 
John Smith, intro on 169-170 and selections from The Generall Historie of Virginia, in 
EAL pp. 177-184 
 
W Aug 31 William Bradford, from Of Plymouth Plantation in EAL pp. 222-234 
 
F Sept 2 John Winthrop, from The Journal of John Winthrop in EAL pp. 245-250 
Anne Bradstreet, “In Memory” and “Here Follows” in EAL p. 284 + “letter to her 
children” to be distributed in class and in D2L 
 
M Sept 5 Labor Day—no classes 
 
W Sept 7 Mary Rowlandson, Narrative of the Captivity and Restauration in EAL pp. 307-328 
 
F Sept 9 Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz, Response to the Most Illustrious Poetess in EAL pp. 361-369 
and Marie Guyart Martin, letters to her son, pp. 441-446 
 
M Sept 12 Cotton Mather, from Magnalia Christi Americana in EAL pp. 634-638 and selections 
from Wonders of the Invisible World (distributed in class and on D2L) 
 
W Sept 14 Jonathan Edwards, Personal Narrative in EAL pp. 669-676 
 
F Sept 16 Elizabeth Ashbridge, Some Account of the Early Part of the Life of Elizabeth Ashbridge 
pp. 603-612 and Willam Byrd II from the Secret Diary (distributed in class and on 
D2L) 
 
M Sept 19 Briton Hammon, Narrative of the Uncommon Sufferings and Surprizing Deliverance of 
Briton Hammon in EAL pp. 864-867 and Samson Occum, A Short Narrative in EAL 
pp. 867-872 
 
W Sept 21 Olaudah Equiano, selections from The Interesting Narrative, in EAL pp. 912-927 
 
F Sept 23 John Marrant, A Narrative of the Lord’s Wonderful Dealings in EAL pp. 928-941 
 
M Sept 26 Benjamin Franklin, from Autobiography pp. 771-786 
 
W Sept 28 Franklin, 786-803 (end of Part One) 
 
F Sept 30 Franklin, Autobiography Part Two pp. 803-813 
 
M Oct 3 Venture Smith, “A Narrative of the Life and Adventures of Venture” (distributed in 
class and on D2L) (1798) 
 
W Oct 5 Lucinda, or the Mountain Mourner pages TBA 
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F Oct 7 Lucinda, or the Mountain Mourner pages TBA 
 
M Oct 10 Workshop days for Essay 1 & time line 
 
W Oct 12 Workshop days for Essay 1 & time line 
 
F Oct 14 Fall Break—no classes 
 
M Oct 17 Essay 1 due. Creative interlude (work on integrative project) 
 
W Oct 19 Creative interlude continued. 
 
F Oct 21 The Power of Sympathy pages TBA 
 
M Oct 24 The Power of Sympathy pages TBA 
 
W Oct 26 The Coquette pages TBA 
 
F Oct 28 The Coquette pages TBA 
 
M Oct 31 Arthur Mervyn, 1-35 
 
W Nov 2 Arthur Mervyn, 36-76 
 
F Nov 4 Arthur Mervyn, 77-112 
 
M Nov 7 Arthur Mervyn, 113-163 
 
W Nov 9 Arthur Mervyn, 167-207 
 
F Nov 11 Arthur Mervyn, 208-242 
 
M Nov 14 Arthur Mervyn, 243-283 
 
W Nov 16 Arthur Mervyn, 284-330 
 
F Nov 18 Workshop on Essay 3. 
 
Nov 21-25 Thanksgiving break—no class 
 
M Nov 28 Final version of time line due.  Workshop/conference time 
 
W Nov 30 Workshop/conference time 
 
F Dec 2 Workshop/conference time 
 
M Dec 5 Integrative Project due. Essay 3 due. Informal presentations 
 
W Dec 7 Informal presentations 
 
F Dec 9 Review for final exam 
 
Finals week 
 
Final Exam: Tues. Dec. 13, 12:30-2:30 
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